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Department of Environmental Quality Divisions’ Comments 

November 8, 2018 

 
Toby Vinson, Interim Director of Division of Energy, Mineral & Land Resources  

Stormwater Rules: 
• 02B .0620 through .0624 – Water Supply Watershed – Public hearings were held on 

May 23rd and June 7th.  The public comment period ended on July 2, 2018.   We received 
about 5 comments on the rules.  We will come back to the EMC asking you to adopt 
these rules in January 2019. 

 
Dam Safety Design Breaches: 

• Design breaches by the State of Woodlake Dam and Gables Dam following emergencies 
as a result of Hurricane Matthew are complete and nearing close-out as we expect to 
receive the final “As-Built” drawings in the near future confirming construction as 
designed and final inspection. 

 
CCR Rules for Dam Safety: 

• I want to thank Boyd DeVane, Andrew Brooks and Daniel Kang for all their hard work to 
bring these rules to you the Commission for this November meeting.  They put in a lot of 
extra hours to get this done and to you for your review and approval. 

Major Stormwater Permits Issued: 

• Our Stormwater Program has completed a lot of hard work and have issued the renewal 
of all of our Phase I MS4s and of six of our NPDES General Stormwater Permits for: 

o 030000 – Metal Fabrication 
o 060000 – Food and Kindred 
o 080000 – Vehicle Maintenance Areas 
o 090000 – Manufacturing of Paints, Varnish, Lacquers, Enamels, and Allied 

Products 
o 100000 – Used Vehicle Parts and Automobile Wrecking for Scrap 
o 120000 – Landfills 

Dam Safety Hurricane Impacts: 
 
• There were 6 confirmed breaches, 9 confirmed overtopped dams, 9 confirmed activated 

EAPs, and evacuations downstream of several dams after Hurricanes Florence and 
Michael. 

 
 
Mike Abraczinskas, Director of Division of Air Quality 
 
State Announces Commitment to Clean Energy Economy to Combat Climate Change and 
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Create Jobs 
 
On October 29, 2018, Governor Cooper issued Executive Order No. 80 highlighting North 
Carolina’s commitment to fight climate change and lead North Carolina’s transition to a clean 
energy economy. The executive order calls for the State to protect North Carolina’s environment 
while growing clean energy technologies. The order affirms North Carolina’s commitment to 
reducing statewide greenhouse gas emissions to 40% below 2005 levels by 2025. Additionally, 
the order calls for an increase in registered, zero-emission vehicles (“ZEVs”) in North Carolina 
to at least 80,000 and a 40% reduction in energy consumption in state-owned buildings. The 
order creates the North Carolina Climate Change Interagency Council, which includes a 
representative from every state cabinet agency.  
The order also directs the following actions: 

• The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) will develop a Clean Energy Plan to 
encourage the use of clean energy, including wind, solar, energy efficiency, and energy 
storage.  

• The Department of Transportation (in coordination with DEQ) will develop a plan to 
accelerate the use of zero-emission vehicles across state government. Cabinet agencies 
will prioritize the use of ZEVs for trips that can reasonably be made with a ZEV.  

• DEQ will help cabinet agencies improve their energy efficiency and publicly report 
utility consumption.  

• The Department of Commerce will support the expansion of clean energy businesses and 
service providers, clean technology investment, and companies with a commitment to 
procuring renewable energy.  

• All cabinet agencies will integrate climate mitigation and resiliency planning into their 
policies, programs and operations.  

The full executive order can be read here:  https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/climate-change/EO80--NC-
s-Commitment-to-Address-Climate-Change---Transition-to-a-Clean-Energy-Economy.pdf 
 
Review of EPA Proposed Rules 
DAQ has reviewed and provided comments on the following federal rule proposals: 

1. Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) vehicles rule proposal –October 26, 2018. 
2. NOx SIP Call non-EGU continuous monitoring proposal –October 29, 2018. 
3. Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) rule proposal – October 31, 2018. 
4. National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:  Printing, Coating, and 

Dyeing of Fabrics and Other Textiles (Subpart OOOO) – October 31, 2018.  

All of the comment letters listed above can be viewed here:  
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/air-quality/air-quality-rules/important-letters-memoranda  
 
Hurricane preparations and recovery  
Ambient Air Quality Monitoring 
On September 11, with the approach of Hurricane Florence, DAQ implemented its hurricane 
readiness plan for the ambient air quality monitoring network.  Based on the forecast at that time, 
the Division took the following actions: 

https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/climate-change/EO80--NC-s-Commitment-to-Address-Climate-Change---Transition-to-a-Clean-Energy-Economy.pdf
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/climate-change/EO80--NC-s-Commitment-to-Address-Climate-Change---Transition-to-a-Clean-Energy-Economy.pdf
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/air-quality/air-quality-rules/important-letters-memoranda
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• 11 air monitoring sites were shut down and equipment was removed from the field 
shelters.  This involved moving a lot of very sensitive (and expensive) electronics 
equipment into safe buildings.  This was the first time that DAQ invoked the portion of 
our hurricane readiness plan for a Category 4 storm… as that was the strength of 
Florence at that time. 

• 20 air monitoring sites were shut down and equipment was secured in place. 
• 5 rainwater sampling sites near Chemours were shut down and removed from the field 

during the storm. 

Ultimately, the Division fared very well… no DAQ monitoring equipment was lost or damaged.  
The Division did experience some slight damage from flood waters at 2 monitoring sites… the 
most significant was at Bayview where the storm surge pushed water under our monitoring 
shelter there – requiring some repairs to electrical conduit running to the building.  
All monitoring sites were back up and running in the week following the storm 
Fuel Waivers 
In coordination with other state, federal and private sector partners, DAQ was also the lead on 
assessing the need for and requesting various fuel waivers.  These actions are common is 
situations like this and are aimed at minimizing or preventing fuel supply issues before, during 
and after a storm. 

• 9/11/18 – EPA granted our request to waive the federal Reid vapor pressure (RVP) 
requirements.  Expired on 9/15/18. 

• 9/11/18 – EPA issued a no action assurance letter indicating they would exercise its 
discretion not to pursue enforcement of federal and state tank tightness regulations.  
Expired on 9/30/18. 

9/17/18 – EPA granted our request to allow nonroad diesel to be used for onroad purposes.  
Complementary tax penalty relief was requested and provided by the IRS for any person that 
sold or used the nonroad diesel for highway use… through 9/28/18. 
 
 
Michael E. Scott, Director of Division of Waste Management 
 
Hurricane Recovery 
Hurricane Florence response efforts continue with coordination between DEQ, the Coast Guard 
and Wildlife Resource Commission on sunken vessels. DWM has worked with other DEQ 
Divisions and state agencies to address the management of household hazardous waste from the 
vessels that are being mitigated. Currently, 137 vessels have been mitigated by the Coast Guard 
and Wildlife Resource Commission with support from DWM.  
 
DWM continues to assist local governments with the proper management of storm debris. The 
latest disaster debris site figures are listed below. 
Disaster Debris Sites: 
 

• 162 Debris sites currently active  
• 92 New Site Evaluations completed since September 10, 2018 
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Brownfields 
DEQ celebrated the issuance of the State’s 500th Brownfields agreement on October 18th in 
Rocky Mount. DEQ recognized the city for being the recipient of the 500th Brownfields 
Agreement for the new downtown events center.  The facility is an event/recreation/performance 
center located on nearly eight acres adjacent to the Historic Douglas Block- an area that began its 
historic preservation and revitalization through a different 2010 brownfields agreement. The site 
was formerly an auto service station and ice company.  
 
RRC Updates: 

• Upcoming for the November 15, 2018 RRC Meeting: 
o 15A NCAC 13B .1100 Scrap Tire Rules are on the agenda to be reviewed. 
o If approved by the GWWMC, DEQ will be asking the RRC to approve the 

proposed readoption deadline for 02L. 
 
Chemours 
DWM continues to sample private wells around the Chemours plant in Bladen County for the 
compound Gen X. DWM has also been sampling granular activated carbon whole house 
filtration systems to determine the effectiveness of these systems. Additional fish tissue samples 
and sediment were collected in October by DEQ to be tested for Gen X.  
 
Linda Culpepper, Director of Division of Water Resources 

 
20th Annual NC EJ Summit was held October 19th.  
 
Met with the UNC Collaboratory PFAS Network on Oct. 31st.  
 
EPA State Director’s meeting has been rescheduled to Nov. 26-29th. 
 
Jessica Godreau retiring from DWR on Nov. 30th and will be joining the Orange Water 
and Sewer Authority as their Engineering Manager for Systems Development.  Thank 
you to Jessica for her 30 years of public service to the State of North Carolina, and our 
best wishes on her career with OWSA!! 

 


	Toby Vinson, Interim Director of Division of Energy, Mineral & Land Resources
	Linda Culpepper, Director of Division of Water Resources

